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THE VIEWPOINT  
THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH  

United Church of Christ  

 February 2010   

     

 

  
Ash Wednesday Service 

February 17   7 pm 
 

1st Sunday in Lent 
February 21 

 

       Reflections 

 
 

Pastor Vicky is returning from a trip South Africa as this issue goes to print. Her 
reflection will return in March. 

 

Hands Wide Open    

 Lent is a time of spiritual discipline in preparation for the  
celebration of Easter.  At root, penitence, like repentance, involves  
a turning away from self-reliance to trust in GodÑ a change of  
mind and life direction evoked by the good news of Jesus Christ.  
 At heart, stewardship is about where we place our trust.  It is less  
about possessions than possessiveness.  Our capacity to love is  
hampered by our need to have.  This is an issue of control: How  
much must I maintain to feel secure?  Stewardship is a spiritual  
discipline that loosens our grip on what we have for the sake of  
what we love.  Loving and trusting God in the spirit of Christ, we  
live and give more freely and openly, less anxiously, less selfishly,  
more generously.  
 An ancient rabbi wrote, ÒWe are born with our fists clenched and  
die with our hands wide open.Ó  The plain facts of life and death  
confirm GodÕs will and point to GodÕs way for us.  In effect, we  
have to find a way to hold onto life with open hands.  That is the  
Lenten discipline of stewardship: learning how to hold what we  
have less tightly, without clutching, more openly and hopefullyÑ   
turning toward God, hands open.    

February 2010         God is still speaking,  

UNITED CHURCH    
OF CHRIST 
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RIVERSIDE BULLETIN BOARD 
 

 
 

EVERY SUNDAY: Worship begins at 10:30 am. Communion for all on the first 
Sunday of the month.  First Sunday of the month is Family Sunday Ð all children are 
invited to remain in worship.  Sunday School: Kids age 5 through 2nd grade in Godly 
Play, 3rd-6th grade Seasons of the Spirit (UCC age-based curriculum). Younger 
children may go to the nursery at any time. Middle and High schoolers are invited to 
remain in worship. 
 

Chancel Choir performs every Sunday. Rehearsals are Sunday mornings at 9:15 am 
and Wednesday evenings at 7 pm. 
           Perry Cole, Choir Director         Diana Beterbide, Accompanist 
 

Gospel Choir rehearses at 9:15 am in the Fireside Room and performs during worship 
the first Sunday of each month. 
          Evelyn Charity, Choir Director        Tim Mayer, Accompanist 
 

Family Sunday, February 7  ÒLiving the QuestionsÓ study series begins at 9:15 am in 
the Ruth Wells Room. Gospel Choir rehearses at 9:15 am. Communion during worship. 
Hygiene bags for Haiti packed after worship. Teen fundraiser luncheon: ÒSouth of the 
BorderÓ Fiesta theme. 
 

Friendship Guild will meet February 12. Program will be a presentation by Hood 
River County Library personnel. 
 
Mission Sunday, February 14 Children and youth will take a field trip to Ashley 
Manor during Sunday School time. 
 
Pockets of Plenty offering is February 14. Proceeds to benefit the Riverside 
ÒNeighbors In NeedÓ fund (formerly known as the PastorÕs Discretionary Fund). 
 

FISH offering is February 21. 
 
Council meets February 21 after worship in the Ruth Wells Room. 
 
Down Manor Bible Study Mondays, 10 Ð 11 am. All are welcome. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            

  
 
Ora Cantrell      February 1 
Dorothy McPherren February 3 
Shaun Requa  February 3 
Ingrid Flanders February 6 
Leonard Wood February 6 
Kendra Mohar  February 8 
Janet Wood  February 12 
Connie Burton  February 15 
Sylvia Hahn  February 15 
Debra Laraway February 15 
Ann Zuehlke  February 18 
Amy Requa  February 20 
Dana Utroske  February 23 
Jon Laraway  February 24 
Sheila Dale  February 26 
Jerry Mohar  February 27 

 
Have we missed your birthday? 

Please let the 
 church office know 
at rcc@gorge.net. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Friendsh ip Guild  

Bake Sale  
February 14  

after worship  
 
 

Surprise your 
sweetheart with 

treats made by the 
sweethearts of the 

Friendship Guild!  
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There!s A New Class For Middlers/Teens In February! 

Feb. 14th, 21st and 28th:  In honor of Black History Month, 
Kim Humann and Evelyn Charity are offering a 3-week 
class called, ÒConfronting Prejudice, Creating CommunityÓ. 
They will be looking at ways in which racism and prejudice 
are still at work in our community and world, exploring our 
own attitudes and relevant faith teachings, and prayerfully 
considering steps we might take to counteract these trends 
and positively impact our community. 
  
The class will be held during regular Sunday School time 
and is geared to middlers and teens. 
 
Thanks to Kim and Evelyn for this gift to our youth. 

Elaine Thompson 

Director of Christian Nurture 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

...Micki TowellÕs 
family...healing for Susan 
Princehouse as she recovers at 
home from cardiac 
surgery...for Connie BurtonÕs 
mom and for Nancy Johanson 
PaulÕs mom...for Dena 
EricksonÕs mom...for Glen 
HaackÕs family...Tom St. John 
offers thanks for the support 
during his illness...Ellen 
Mallon offers thanks for the 
support for Audrey as she 
recovers from her injury...Jo 
HerringÕs friends both named 
ÒAnnÓ fighting cancer...the 
Hankins-Elliott family 
welcome Alyra Lillian Elliott, 
born 1/21/10....thanksgiving 
for Vicky and JohnÕs safe 
return from their travels ... 

 
 

God in your grace, 
Hear our prayers  

 

Gandhi's Seven      
Deadly Sins 

Mahatma Gandhi, one of 
the most influential figures 
in modern social and 
political activism, 
considered these traits to 
be the most spiritually 
perilous to humanity: 

 Wealth without Work 
  

 Pleasure without 
Conscience 

 
 Science without Humanity 
 

 Knowledge without 
Character 

  
 Politics without Principle 
 

 Commerce without 
Morality 

 
Worship without Sacrifice 

Hygiene Kits 
 

In response to the earthquake in Haiti, Riverside kids are 
collecting items for hygiene kits that will be sent to Haiti 
through the Church World Service relief organization. 
Each kit includes the following items: 16Ó x 28Ó hand 
towel, washcloth, wide-tooth comb, nail clipper, bath size 
bar of soap in wrapper, toothbrush in original packaging, 
six band-aids. If you can supply any of these items, 
please leave them in the Pioneer Room by February 7th. 
Thanks! 
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Thank you Notes by Joan Ewing  
 

I am a fairly new member of the council and I am very impressed by their dedication 
and hard work on behalf of all of us at Riverside.  They have devoted many hours to 
the decisions that best reflect our mission as a church, and work hard to recognize and 
honor the will of the congregation in operating within a balanced budget--a budget fully 
subscribed by member support. 
 

Riverside members have risen to the challenge of our economic times in an 
ASTONISHING and heartening way. At one point not so many months ago our income 
lacked $21,000 of meeting expected expenses.  Members and friends stepped UP and 
generously changed that dark cloud to something much brighter. 
 

Our most recent Stewardship program brought us within just $5,000 or to put it another 
way, 2 and "% of our total proposed budget of a little over $200,000.  At that point the 
council faced what seemed like 3 choices: 
 

1)  We could cut EXPENSES even more-having made severe cuts already.  That would 
mean cutting the wonderful staff that now serves God with us. 
2) We could take an additional $5,000 from the Parsonage Fund.  That would mean 
with present interest rates, diminishing our emergency reserves. 
3) The 3rd choice was to look at this situation as a welcome opportunity.  After 
prayerful consideration they have decided to add a modest $2,500 to our expected 
income in the coming year from each of two sources: The loose offering on Sunday and 
in unpledged giving. This will give EVERYONE who shares in our life at Riverside 
(pledging or not) a chance to help us boost these numbers over the top. 
 

Just $30 a year from everyone who calls Riverside their church home would meet our 
anticipated needs. Royal and I see this as an opportunity to write a little symbolic 
THANK YOU card.  We pay our pledge with a check at the beginning of each month. 
 But NOW we will say ÒThank YouÓ to God even in a small way each Sunday. 
I don!t like carrying a lot of change in my already heavy purse.  So our Thank You note 
will look like a dollar bill, or in a week when we feel especially showered with blessings, 
like five-dollar bill.. (Surely all of you have other creative ideas.) Some members may 
favor larger Thank You notes.  They will find contributing a one time check more 
convenient.   
 

The Stewardship Committee has promised to keep us posted via Riverside Reminders 
and the Viewpoint as to how our THANK YOU NOTES ARE STACKING UP (no pun 
intended). Even in these uncertain times we can make 2010 a year of joyful 
thanksgiving to our God who has showered all of us with so, so many gifts. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

````````        

            Spirituality Retreat  
for the Central Pacific Conference 

  
The serene setting of the Shalom Prayer Center at Mt. 
Angel, Oregon will be the location for the annual retreat 
ÒBread for the JourneyÓ on February 26-28, 2010.  
Most of us long to inhabit states of grace such as peace, 
joy, and love all the time, but find them difficult to attain or 
maintain in daily life.  Join Gabrielle and Thomas Chavez, 
along with members of Christ the Healer UCC as they 
introduce the Compass of Grace, a simple new synthesis of 
ancient and modern practices.  It will show you how you 
can get there from here as well as daily growth in grace. 

  
Other practices offered will include yoga, touch drawing, 
Reiki, singing, lectio divina, and spiritual writing.  All 
offerings are optional as participants may choose to do 
whatever nourishes their soul.  It may be a time for quiet and 
rest.  Your choice. 

  
Registration forms are attached or available at this website 
http://www.fcceugene.org/spiritretreat.html  For more 
information, contact  Janet Scott at Eugene First 
Congregational Church janets@fcceugene.org or #541-
345-8741. 
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FEBRUARY 2010  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
Chancel Choir  rehearses 
Sunday mornings at 9:15  

 
UCC WomenÕs Week 
February7 -14  

1  2  3  
 
 
Choir 7:00 pm  

4  
 
OWL 6:30 pm  

5  
 

 

6  
 
 

 
 

7  Family  Sunday  
Living The Questions 9 :15  
Gospel Choir  9 :15  
Communion  
Lunch After Worship  
Pack Hygiene Ki ts  
 

Al l  Ages Bowling  2 pm  

8  
 
 
Living The 
Questions 7pm  

9  
 

10  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choi r 7:00 pm  

11  
 

OWL 6:3 0 pm  
 

Mission Board  
7 pm RW Room  

12  
 

Friendship Gui ld  
1 pm  
 
Teen Bowling 6 pm  

13  
 

 

14  
Living The Questions 9 :15  
 

Hymn Sing  
 

Pockets  of Plen ty  
 

Guild Bake Sale  

 

15  
 
 
Living The 
Questions 7pm  

16  
 
 

17  
 

ATOD 3:30 Ð 5  pm  
At Grace SuÕs 
 

Ash Wednesday  
Service  7  pm  
 

18  
 
OWL 6:30 pm  

 

19  
 
 
 Teens at  FISH  

20  
InquirerÕs Gathering  
9:30 am -  Noon  

21 1 st  Sunday in Lent  
Living The Questions 9 :15  
 

FISH 
 

Counci l Mtg.  

22   
 

Living The 
Questions 7pm  

23  
 
Faith Connections  
3 -5 pm  
County Courthouse  

24  
 
 
Choir 7:00 pm  

25  
 
 
OWL 6:30 pm  

 

26  
    

27  
 

 

28 2 nd Sunday in Lent  
Living The Questions 9 :15  
 

Hymn Sing  
 
Intergenera tional Bowling  
1 pm  
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To All Friends Of Camp Adams, 
 

Are you passionate about the Central Pacific 
Conference camping program at Camp Adams? Have you 
been involved and are willing or at least hopeful 
about getting in and getting engaged again? Come on 
out to Camp Adams, Morris Lodge, Saturday 6 February 
10am to 3pm for a special meeting of the Camp 
Adams Board of Governors. 
 

Part of our time will be spent reforming our sense of 
the wider Camp Adams community. That will include a 
process for understanding some of the conflicts many 
of us have felt and in helping move us all along 
toward a future that ever more fully embodies the 
Spirit and Way of Christian Community that shapes our 
camps. We hope to carry that spirit into very 
concrete actions: responding to a CPC Board of 
Directors initiative about leadership for the summer 
camping program, making a list and checking it twice 
to make sure bases are covered for this summer’s 
program, and talking about the search process for a 
permanent Resident Camp Director. 
 
If you plan to come, please RSVP 
campadams@molalla.net to help with planning food for 
lunch. If you have questions, please contact Tara 
Wilkins: tarawilkins@yahoo.com 
 
Even if you can’t be with us, do keep us in prayer. 
And do pass this invite along to anyone you think 
should receive it. 
 
Camp Adams Board of Governors 

An Afternoon of Fun and Fellowship 
For All Ages 

Orchard Lanes 
Sunday, February 7, 2:00 Sharp 

The bowling alley opens at 2:00 so we want 
to be first in line for some lanes. 

Questions?  Contact Linda Rouches or Ann Harris 
 

 

December 2009 
Special Offering Totals 

 
POCKETS OF PLENTY 
Christmas Fund    $890 
 
FISH       $1,152 
 
Special Haitian Relief 
Offering January 24   $1013 
 
 

Thank you for your 
Generosity! 

 

What WeÕre Really Thinking                    
During The Hymns: 
 

1. How many more verses? 
 

2. Are there cinnamon rolls for 
    coffee hour? 
 

3. How would this hymn sound  
    done by Metallica? 
 

4. How many people have lost more hair 
than I have? 
 

5. Is that ceiling fan going to fall? 
 

6. Did I remember to turn off the stove? 
 

7. 90 minutes until kick-off! 
 
8. Will the person sitting behind me  
    ever sing on key? 
 
9. What does the pastor wear under her         
robe? 
 
10. That pot roast is sure going to taste 
        good! 
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The Viewpoint  
is published monthly by Riverside Community Church, 

4th and State Streets, Hood River, OR 97031, P.O. Box 656, 541-386-1412. 
Editor: Lorre Chester-Rea - email address: rcc@gorge.net. Editor reserves 
the right to edit for space and content. All errors, typos and omissions 

are sincerely regretted. © 2009 Riverside Community Church 
 

Vist our website at: www.riversideucc.com 
 

Also visit: ucc.org and cpc.org 
for more information on 

the United Church of Christ 
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