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Rally Day At Riverside September 13

YES, you can sign up for Sunday School, adult Christian education and a
whole lot more. After worship on September 13
there will be “information tables” in the Pioneer Room for these groups
and activities so you can learn more, ask questions and sign up!
Here is a sample of the possibilities:

Movie & Discussion Group
Friendship Guild
Cheers
Soul Café
Diaconate
Godly Play
Living The Questions
Down Manor Mondays
Middlers/High Schoolers
Knitters’ Group
Chancel Choir
Gospel Choir
Chimes Choir
Camp Adams Retreat
CROP Walk

Reflectio ns
Do you ever feel that your faith journey is filled with more questions than
answers? Ever sense that your experience of God is more about mystery than

certainty? Are you suspicious of easy answers? Annoyed by those who claim to
have the “right” interpretation of the bible?

If your answer to any or all of these questions is a resounding “yes,” then our
upcoming “Living the Questions” (LTQ2) series is right for you!

The Christian Nurture Board has selected the LTQ series because it highlights 30
of today’s leading religious voices in a format aimed at Christians who are
seekers, thinkers & questioners. The series looks at timely, vital questions
without providing easy answers. It promotes deep thinking, reflection and lively
discussion.

LTQ will begin this fall with a seven-week series entitled “Invitation To
Journey.” All Riverside adults and youth are encouraged to sign-up to participate
in one of two upcoming LTQ groups:

*  One group will meet at Riverside on Sunday mornings from 9:00-10:15,
beginning October 11.

*  One group will meet at the home of Linda Rouches (Streich) on Monday
evenings from 7:00-8:30, beginning September 21.

To sign up, please contact the office or put your name in the list in the Pioneer
Room ASAP—space is limited!

I am grateful to be a part of such a vibrant and compassionate group of seekers. I
look forward to “Living the Questions” with you this fall.

Blessings.

Pastor Vicky



Riverside Bulletin Board

EVERY SUNDAY : Communion for all on the first Sunday of the month. Sept. 6 there
will be no Sunday School during church, but youth are welcome to stay in service. Sept.
13™ will be Rally Day and our first “Family Sunday”, with the Gospel Choir and a
special sermon for the youth, who will stay in the service. Mission Day will be on the
20™ and all ages are welcome at Sunday School to learn about the upcoming Crop Walk

with Karen Harding. Worship time wil return to 10:30 am on September 13. Riverside Community Church Presents:
Chancel Choir will return to Sunday worship on September 13. Rehearsals are held H H H
Wednesdays at 7 pm. Contact Choir Director Perry Cole at 806-1395 if you are H arve St D inner & W| ne Ta‘Stl n g

interested in joining.

A CALL TO ALL SINGERS TO JOIN THE CHOIR FOR THE UPCOMING * Gourmet homemade dinner with roasted pork,

HOLIDAY SEASON. COME TO PRACTICE ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AND homemade applesauce, fresh garden salad, sumptuous vegetables,
SHARE YOUR LOVE FOR MUSIC WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY. LET OUR

VOICES SING FOR JOY ABOUT GOD’S LOVE FOR US AND THANKFULNESS * Selection of mouthwatering desserts

FOR OUR MANY BLESSINGS!

Gospel Choirreturns to worship on September 13 and then on the 27" will rehearse * Wine ta sting of delicious Mt. Hood Winery Wines

with Evelyn Charity and Tim Mayer during Sunday School.

* Entertainment
Friendship Guild meets September 11 at noon at Jo Herring’s home, 1654 4™ St. in

Hood River. Please bring a salad to share. . :
* Silent Auction

Pockets of Plentyoffering on September 13 will benefit Crop Walk.

FISH offering will be September 200. When: Saturday, October 17, 2009
Where: Mt Hood Winery, Highway 35
Council meets September 15 at 6:30 pm in the Ruth Wells Room. Time Social Hour 6:00 p.m.; Dinner 7:00 p.m.
Down Manor Bible Study Mondays, 10 — 11 am. All 1 . . .
y Vondays am are weleome * Tickets: $20 dinner only, adults
Free Firewood Do you know of a family or household that might need free firewood $25 dinner with wine tasti  ng
for fuel for the winter? If so, contact Gail Lyon, 386-4014 or glyon(@gorge.net. $10 dinner, children 6 - 15; under 5 free
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE

This fall is going to be our time of enchantment at Riverside...it’s

the theme for Camp Adams, and a wonderful way to reflect about our
youth. Good old Mr. Webster says to be enchanted is to be attracted and
deeply moved. Good old Mr. Disney’s movie called, “Enchanted”, features
fairytale characters taken to New York City. Even in this environment, the
princess was able to attract the birds with her special song. Is the magic
there for all of us, and we are just too grown up to believe in it?

There’s nothing like looking into the eyes of a child and seeing that Spirit.
We can be moved and feel the magic in our youth — and the Christian
Nurture Board has a new way to facilitate that. We would love for each of
our youth to have a church “buddy”; just someone in the sea of adult
faces who makes contact with them out at church. All you have to do is
say hi, maybe drop them a note, check in with your buddy, or whatever
moves you. In turn, we will help the kids in Sunday school think of ways
to interact with their buddy; maybe some questions to ask, or a special
card. We’ll circulate some sign-ups in September and have these buddies
through Christmas.

Let’s be enchanted with our children and youth!

Elaine Thompson

Coffee Hour Hosts
Needed for
September

6th and 20 th,

Please sign up in the
Pioneer Room

Thank you !

Music Board News:

After careful consideration the
Music Board has decided to
reduce the number of Sunday
worship services that start with
hymnal song selections. Starting
in September we will have the
requested hymn songs
beginning the worship service
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of
the month. This change will be
helpful to Down Manor residents
who need to leave the Church
close to 11:30 in order to not
miss their special Sunday meal
that starts promptly at noon. The
Music Board will ask for
feedback on the change and in
a couple of months decide
whether to continue this change.
If anyone would like to give their
feedback on this change please
call Nancy Johanson Paul,
Music Board Chair, at 386-4655.




FINANCIAL
REPOR'T

JULY

Pockets of Plenty $338
Camp Adams

FISH $543

OPERATING BUDGET

Monthly Need $19,327

June Income $16,610
June Expenses $11,425
June Gain $5,185
YTD Need $49,639
YTD Income $45,507
YTD Expenses $49,692
YTD Loss ($4,185)

SHORT TAKES - -

First Friday Root Beer Float
Extravaganza raised about $40
for Fish Food Bank! Thanks to
Michelle, Addison and Mandy
Redmond and Karen Harding,
Elaine and Allison Thompson.

Youth Group Lock - 1n
September 18
Gorge Teen Theater
will perform.
Ask Elaine Thompson if you

have any questions.
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CROP WALK
September 26
Hood River Valley
Christian Church
9:30 am Registration
10 am Walk Begins
Picnic Lunch Served.

A Time of Enchantment
at Camp Adams....

Plan now for our fall retreat:
Oct. 2-4".

Fellowship, worship, renewal!
Yoga, campfires, yummy food!

$80 for adults, $30 for children,

$55 for teens.
Scholarships available.

More info at Rally Day!

Women’s Retreat
Camp Adams
October 16-18’

This year’s Women’s Camp will
focus on “Creative Spirituality”,
discovering ways to tap into our
creativity as a form of spiritual
practice. This will be a “hands on”
experience. So, come with
openness and a playful spirit!

More information and registration
forms are in the Pioneer Room.

Sponsored by the Central Pacific
Conference United Church of
Christ Women’s Board.




Nancy Johanson Paul

Hazel Bowe

Bill Chrisman
Karl Kment
Susan Princehouse
Scott Johnson
Daniel Woodrich
Jean Mangus

Bill Murray
Everley Boonstra
Joe Laraway
Evan McClure
Georgiana King
Sylvia Brown
Jackie Wade
Terry Benton
Gylan Lane
Bridget Merriam
Margaret Marshall
Debbi Trumbull
Debra Clair
David McClure
Evelyn Charity

September 1
September 3
September 3
September 3
September 4
September 5
September 6
September 7
September 8
September 11
September 14
September 18
September 19
September 22
September 22
September 23
September 23
September 24
September 26
September 28
September 29
September 29
September 30

New ChangesFor
The FallE

The Christian Nurture Board has come
up with some ways to explore more
intergenerational church experiences as
they feel Church is one of the few
places youth can interact with all
ages...

We are going to start “Family Sunday”
on the first Sunday of each month. On
these days, children will sing in
worship and have a special children’s
sermon just for them. We will still have
Communion on the first Sunday. (In
September, this day will be Sept. 13th,
due to the Labor Day holiday.

We also want to share the joy of
Sunday school teaching with everyone
who is physically able! Asking a small
pool of parents to constantly teach our
youth is spiritually exhausting and an
unsustainable model. Our Christian
Nurture Director, Elaine, can easily
help you with materials for a successful
Sunday School adventure! Think of it
like signing up for coffee hour —a one or
two time commitment a year/45
minutes of your time!
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" WHAT PEOPLE ARE

SAYING ABOUT
LTQR!!!
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Bring it on! LTQ2 will be an exciting time for our church family.
Linda Rouches

This series looks like it could answer many questions in areas | am curious
about. Often, after a sermon or reading | am left wanting to know more, but
| don't have the time to track down the book or conversation that could give
me some guidance. The Living The Questions series seems like a high-
quality, thoughtful, and efficient way to find out more about the spiritual
issues that are raised in worship. | was quite impressed by the preview.
Joel Spinhirne

This series will encourage conversation and speaking thoughts a
we may have had about faith. We rarely have time to explore, esj
others, what it means to have faith, and what faith may be. This <
up theopportunity for that exploration in a comfortable and encout
format. Rosemarie Carnese




Riverside Community Church
Council Meeting Highlights
August 18, 2009
Complete minutes are available in the church office

PastorOs ReportVicky Stifter

Vicky reports that Christian Nurture and Education has been an area of significant
focus. She is thrilled to have Elaine Thompson on board as our new director of
Christian Ed. Worship: Highlight included the July 19" worship service honoring Arlan
Fick. Outdoor Worship was on August 9 with about 35 people participating. Looking
into another site for the outdoor worship in hopes of attracting more people to attend.
We will return to 10:30 a.m. worship on September 13™. Vicky will be on vacation at
the end of August and Kwasi Diehl will be the preacher on August 30" and Royal
Ewing on September 6. All Church Retreat will be at Camp Adams on October 2-4.
TreasurerOs ReportDonna McCoy

Expenditures are below what we have budgeted for. Pledges including unpledged are
down, but are expected to increase during the fall. At this point our income matches our
expenses. Detailed budget info is available for those who are interested. Pledge Reports
will be distributed in September and are available in church office at any time.

Mission Board: Joan Ewing

Joan Ewing is the new chairperson for the mission board. Michelle Beaman has
collected school supplies for Celilo. Making Mission info available once a month
during the coffee hour was also discussed. Bob Olson will visit with Helping Hands for
the information needed concerning the Christmas Project. The board voted to award the
remaining $250 from the Good Neighbors Fund to the Peace Camp. Soul Café
chairperson Debbie Chenoweth will be making a presentation after worship on August
30™. Oregon Ecumenical Ministries will provide speakers on Health Care Reform at a
seminar to be hosted by RCC in October.

Christian Nurture: Debbi Trumbull

Rally Day will be on September 13", OWL program will run January-Spring (Keith and
Karen will be attending training for this program in November in Seattle) Discussion on
Sunday School volunteers. Plan to sign up volunteers at the Rally Day. Hike planned for
Sunday October 11" - please contact Brett Requa for details. Sunday School
curriculum: Godly Play for 4-8 yr. Seasons of the Spirit for 9-11 yrs. Women’s Retreat
will be held in mid-Oct. Advent Retreat day for November 21%.

Music: Nancy Johanson Paul

Special Music for the summer is going well. Hymn Leaders more challenging to
find during the summer. Hymn sing will be 2™ and 4™ Sundays. Choir will start
practice on August 26" and will sing at the September 13" service. Margaret
Marshall hopes to get a Chime Choir going.

Personnel:Marbe Cook

This committee worked on interviewing and hiring for the Christian Ed. Position.
Elaine Thompson was hired and started August 1*. She will work 20 hours a week.
Pastoral Relations:Need to reconfigure group. This board will need a new
chairperson as Elaine is our new Christian Ed. Director.

Endowment: Jo Herring

Funds are up and looking better than last quarter. The committee is working on a
brochure to educate people about giving to the endowment.

Fall Fundraiser: Steve Nybroten

Mt. Hood Winery and Vineyards is the proposed site for the Fall Fundraiser on
October 17" 2009. The cost for the site is only slightly more than the Senior
Center. Set up and clean up will be RCC members. Postcards will be sent to help
with advertising. Silent Auction Items are needed! Please let the committee know if
you have items to auction.

Stewardship Team:Campaign to run from October 20™ —Thanksgiving

Need to form a team/committee for this endeavor.

Budget Committee:Need to form a committee in late September

A representative from each board, pastor and treasurer to form committee

Other Business

Building use request: Home school group would like to use the church Wednesdays
and Thursdays during the school year. 12 kids and 2 adults would be involved.
They will pay for building use. This proposal would be for this school year and
renegotiated for future use if needed. Motion passed to accept the home school
group to use the building for 35 weeks during the 2009-2010 school year for a fee
of $3000.

Financial Secretary Margaret Marshall is resigning at the end of August.

List of possible candidates discussed. Donna will call Margaret to see if she can
continue through September.

Respectfully submitted,
Shaun Requa Council Secretary
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Cemetery Tales @elebrate the Past - - Preserve the FutureOThe
History Museum honors the lives of those who have gone on before us as
local actors make history come alive with compelling graveside vignettes.
Performance dates: September 19, 20, 21 at Idlewilde Cemetery. Contact
the museum at 386-6772 or www.co.hood-river.or.us/museum for ticket
information and further details. All proceeds will assist with museum archive
needs and education programs.

Eco - Justice Conferen ce on Saturday Sept. 19" 9:30 am at

Trout Lake School. Author-speaker Jane Kirkpatrick is the keynoter. A
friendly, comfortable and affordable day including many earth friendly
workshops and an organic lunch. $20.00 covers the day and lunch!
Visit the website at: www.cascadespresbytery.org or call Judith Ann
Richards 509 493 4572. Brochures available in the Pioneer Room.
featuring author Jane Kirkpatrick, Saturday, September 29" 9:30 am
and students Registration fee includes locally and organically

grown lunch.

John Nilsen Concert Magic Wing recording artist and
contemporary piano instrumentalist John Nilsen will give a concert at
Riverside on Friday, September 25 at 7 pm. Admission is a canned food
item for FISH Food Bank. A free will offering will be taken. Currently one of
the Northwest® largest selling musical artists, Nilsen has released sixteen
records, most on his highly successful independent record company, Magic
Wing. Like many artists, travel, outdoor activities and family are rich sources
of fuel for Nilsen® creative drive. Nilsen® music inspires us to look more
carefully, to feel more deeply and to celebrate this life of ours.
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Last year 31 people donated items or services for our "Pasta Feed" fundraiser. It
was an amazing success raising over $4,000 for the church and generating lots
of fun and excitement. This fall event will be held October 17 at the Mt. Hood
Winery and will again include a silent auction. We need all kinds of items. Here
are some ideas (and you may have many more ideas).

THINGS:

Theme baskets

Products of your talents (picture, wine, delectable foods, jewelry, art work,
greenery, etc.)

A get-a-way vacation to your timeshare, house, cottage, cabin, condo

A day of golf or skiing

SERVICES/TALENTS:

Special meal prepared by you at your home

Give a lesson or 2 (golf, music, windsurfing, painting, etc)
Babysitting

Yard work, gardening, fall cleanup

Mother's helper

Fix-up something around the house or garage

You are only limited by your imagination! What can you come up with? Please
contact one of the following silent auction coordinators. Remember this is a
great opportunity for our church community to have fun, earn money, and
strengthen our ties.

Please contact Donna McCoy (386-2106 or dmccoy62@embargmail.com), Jo
Herring (386-6488 or [2herring@yahoo.com) ; Gail Lyon (386-4014 or
aglyon@gorge.net); or Margaret Marshall (386-1109).
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